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Health Department marks 140 year s of service

The Springfield-Greene County Health Departmemasking 140 years of service to the
community this month. On July 14, 1873, the Cityspfingfield established what was then
known as the Department of Health. City of Sprialgfiand Greene County health departments
were combined about a century later in 1976.

Over the years, the health department has beée aenter of various health and safety issues in
the community. Many, such as the Spanish Influéterademic of 1918, were serious threats to
lives. Some, like aiding in the infamous searchidose cobras in 1953, were more about
addressing panic than pandemics. From the 1946aghr2005, when the Jordan Valley
Community Health Center took over the duties of by Clinic,” the department focused in

part on providing direct medical care the indigand uninsured.

Today, the department's full-time staff of aboud 5@rves a combined population of
approximately 277,000 people throughout Greene §odime department carries out its mission
of helping people live longer, healthier happiges through programs like immunizations,
communicable disease tracking and an STD clinigirenmental programs such as restaurant
inspections and animal control; and a nursing sket aids high-risk infants and their families.
The department's Women, Infants & Children (WIQ)@emental nutrition program is one of
the largest in the state. The department has #sega renewed focus on chronic disease
prevention to help the community address issues asicliabetes, obesity, smoking and heart
disease.

Throughout the coming weeks, the department's weetsil be updated with a timeline looking
back at various episodes of public health historgpringfield and Greene County.



